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TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NOS. 677 AND 678, SUBMITTING FOR 
CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR 
INDUSTRY BOARD, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KELVIN KOHATSU, FOR 
TERMS TO EXPIRE 6-30-2018 AND 6-30-2022. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE: 
 

My name is Catherine Awakuni Colón, Director of the Department of Commerce 

and Consumer Affairs (“Department”).  The Department appreciates the opportunity to 

provide testimony in support of Governor’s Message Nos. 677 and 678, nominating Mr. 

Kelvin Kohatsu for membership on the Motor Vehicle Repair Industry Board (“Board”) 

for terms to expire June 30, 2018, and June 30, 2022, respectively. 

Mr. Kohatsu has worked with heavy machinery for nearly 45 years.  He is 

currently the director of fleet services for Hawaiian Electric, Maui Electric, and Hawaii 

Electric Light companies and has served as the fleet administrator for HELCO on 

Hawaii Island since 2002.  Fleet operations include the maintenance, acquisition, and 

disposal of equipment.  Mr. Kohatsu also served as transportation chair on the County 

of Hawaii Energy Advisory Commission.  He also has board experience with the Hawaii 

Transportation Association and Oahu Fleet Safety Organization.  Mr. Kohatsu 
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understands the responsibility of attending and preparing for the Board’s bimonthly 

meetings. 

Given Mr. Kohatsu’s experience and leadership largely outside of Oahu, the 

Department believes that he is in a good position to positively contribute to the Board.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Mr. Kohatsu’s nomination to 

the Motor Vehicle Repair Industry Board. 
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